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April Fools With Playful Pieces:  Pockets and Postage Stamps
Santa Barbara, CA – March 16, 2010
We are VERY excited to tell you that Coastal Quilters Guild of Santa Barbara and Goleta is once again partnering with one of our generous and supportive vendor-members, Grant House Sewing Machines, for a one-time 1st Thursday presentation of this year’s Quilt Challenge entries on April Fool’s Day, Thursday April 1, 2010 at 128-B E. Canon Perdido Street in Santa Barbara, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The exhibit will remain on display through May 7.
Marvel at how members of Coastal Quilters Guild of Santa Barbara and Goleta individually interpreted and responded to their Guild’s annual quilting challenge, featuring originally designed and constructed fiber art.  This year’s theme, “Playful Pieces:  Pockets and Postage Stamps”, stimulates the imagination with a humorous and exciting demonstration of their creativity.  The challenge required each entry to contain at least six one-inch squares and a pocket.  Guild members will be available to answer questions about the artwork, as well as about their non-profit group.  
ADDED ATTRACTION (for 1st Thursday only):  The Guild’s opportunity quilt will make its debut at the April 1st Thursday event, with tickets offered for sale at $1.00 each or six (6) for $5.00.  Proceeds from ticket sales will help fund the Guild’s charitable community projects.  The winning ticket will be drawn on December 9, 2010 – just in time for the holidays!  
“Roman Autumn” is a beautiful quilt inspired by Roman patterns, or Cosmati work, from the Middle Ages, featuring five round blocks and multiple pieced borders, and quilted with feathers, grids and a design called “Church Windows”.  The quilt’s design is a combination of motifs used extensively by the Cosmati in Roman churches.

The talented and internationally known artist of this spectacular quilt is Norah McMeeking of Santa Barbara, author of “Bella Bella Quilts,” with machine quilting by Kim Peterson.  Norah has taught quilting for 14 years for SBCC Adult Education and helped organize both “Natural Impression” quilt exhibits at the SB Museum of Natural History.  Ms. McMeeking will also be the featured guest artist at the Guild’s “2010 Harvest of Colors” quilt show to be held on September 25-26th at Earl Warren Showgrounds in Santa Barbara.  View examples of her work at:  http://www.bellabellaquilts.com
For additional information about the Challenge and our Guild, please visit our website:  http://www.coastalquilters.org
Information about 1st Thursday events is available from the Santa Barbara Downtown Organization’s website:  http://www.santabarbaradowntown.com
Coastal Quilters Guild of Santa Barbara and Goleta is a California non-profit 501(c)(3) educational and charitable organization formed in 1988 with a current membership of over 260 women and men.  Its purpose is to educate our members about the history and preservation of the art form of quilt-making and related topics, to learn new techniques, improve skills and to inform the community-at-large about our rich quilt-making heritage.
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